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TO: John Steinbruner 

FRUI: Elisa D. Harris 

SUBJECT: fleselsan Visit to Sverdlovsk 

Matt called shortly before II:30 AM ttiday to tell me about his trip to 
Sverdlovsk. We talked for roughly 40 minutes and only skimmed the surface. 
He would very much like to come to DC for a “debriefing” and suggested a 
nuaber of people to include, in Bddition to CISAC members: Alex _Lanomuj,r 
~5chool Public Health, Jahns Hopkins); Jim FteelP (leading US Ft-IS official); 9 D 11 
Bob flikulak;,Jack Melling (F’orton RW expert); Julian Perry Robinson; Nikita - s ” 
Smi,davich 1Rucjsian Foreign Ministry CBW official, zurrently in ‘NY). He proposed 
tn do this June 23 OT 30, and said that it would take the better part of a 
day ta outline the new information. 

,Matt’s team was cdmprised of Jeanne Guillemin, Alex Shetikov, David #$l?& 
Ca “I’exas pa*hologist), Martin Hugh J-veterinarian:), 

, 
and Olga Yampolskaya 

cwhn wa,~ N.ikiforov’s assistant)., Yampolskaya, Walker, 11r. Abramava Cwho 
‘tr’aated ‘the early victims5 and Dr. Crinberg <who worked with Abramova), a.re .I_ 
p?‘eparinq a medical paper on the incident.’ Matt will.. incorporate this paper 
in a wider report which he hopes to publish. 

Abramova and Grinberg showed the team autopsy tissue and organs from 42 
victims. Au had severe lung damage. 39 of the 42 also had gastrointestinal 
damage, but this was believed to have been a consequence of a systemic 
infection carried via the b,lood stream. None of this had been revealed 4~0 
flatt previously OY’ mentioned by Nikifurav et al when they were here in 1’388. 
Eatt acknowledged that he had been misled. Walker is convinced based on his 
examination of these materials that the victims died after inhaling anthrax. 
Ron;t of tha illnesses occurred ‘within a ten day to 2 week period, beginning 
on 4 April. Patients died within houi-x uf the onset of symptoms. 

The team compiled ‘a list of victims from a variety of sources, including the 
cer::e+ry where they were buried. A list was alsti pr&ided to them by an 
c&last official. According to markers in the cemetery, all of the.victims 
died in’Apri1 and May. Guillemin interviewed the families of some 2 dozen 
victims. The a’thera are being tracked down and interviewed by a Russian 
sociologist. Ptost of the victims lived in dwellings located hetwken the . 
military dacility and a ceramics factory ,3 kilometers away. Qne of the 
people Euillemin interviewed said that’diseased meit,,,had been burned at the 
ceramics factory, leaving open the possibility that the outbreak’.was unrelated 
to ‘the military facility. #owever, the team was unable tn determine whether 
there had been an anthrax problem among livestock in the period before the 
hctrrran outbreak. One SES CSverdlovgk public health:1 official said that there 
w;l?il while anothei- claimed there was not. Veterinarians and others that may 
have had information atout any livestock problem apparently either were not 
pe!xi,t:ted or were ccntiilling to talk with the team. 

Matt talked with Pyatr Burgasov 2nd Vladimir Sergiev, both of whom gaw 
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prsacntatians here in 1988, as well as with Vladimir Nik.iforav’c, son (who 
apparently did/does wark on toxins in the military part of the Minis,kry of 
Hsalth), Scrgiev said that he dad no knowledge of medical evidence that the 
victims had died from inhaling anthrax. Olga Yampolskays said .that Nik,iiorov 
only spo6.e of a “systemic” infection. Nikiforov's sorr, however, said that 
his father believed that there had been inhal.atory anthrax, but had boen 
pre5xtred into saying it was gastrointestinal. 


